
 

 

 

 

 

Through the Lens | A Journey of Australian Identity I 9:00pm 

Maliyan the wedge tail eagle and totem of the Ngunnawal people, returns to our meeting place 
Gumburra (Canberra). Maliyan carries a sprig of wattle the floral emblem of Australia, wattle is 
adaptable and resilient and has become a unifying symbol of Australian identity and connection 
to country. 

The image of the human eye encourages us to Look through the lens and see how Australia’s 
influence resonates far beyond our shores, celebrating diversity and connection.  

The power of Sport in bringing people together is indisputable. Aussie rules origins can be 
traced back to 1858 and was developed specifically to suit Australian conditions. 

Our country has an incredible connection to sport. harnessing the full potential of women and 
girls in sport creates positive social and economic change, and a more inclusive environment. 

Cricket, our most popular summer sport, is deeply embedded in our national identity and is 
celebrated on international, domestic, and local levels. 

Australian beaches are a symbol of freedom and independence. Surfing is an important part of 
Australian culture and underpins the coastal fabric of the nation.  

From being recognised on the arena of sport to being noticed on the world stage of science, arts 
and technology, Australia has influenced the world.  

Indigenous art, centered on storytelling, is beautifully represented by Ngunnawal artist Leah 
Brideson’s Meeting Place, a reflection of connection and community. 

Sidney Nolan's Ned Kelly paintings are a significant part of Australia's cultural history, his 
depiction of Kelly in his homemade armour has become an iconic Australian image. 

Even our exports in entertainment are unforgettable—Bananas in Pyjamas first aired in 1992, 
quickly becoming a global sensation and a beloved staple of Australian children’s television. 

Through the lens of this journey, we celebrate the rich and evolving identity of Australia — a 
nation deeply rooted in its heritage and united by its diversity. 

  



Into the Mind | Celebrating Ingenuity and Resilience I 10:00pm 

From life-changing technologies to iconic cultural moments, Australia’s inventions have shaped 
the world and captured its imagination. 

Australian Phil Bosua invented the smart lightbulb in 2012. LIFX light-bulbs can last up to 25 
years and use up to 50 to 80 % less energy than light-bulbs currently used by many households. 

Australian Dr Mark Lidwill and physicist Edgar Booth developed the first artificial pacemaker in 
the 1920s. 

Invented in Australia in 1961, the ultrasound is now a standard tool in hospitals and clinics 
worldwide, saving lives every day. 

Wi-Fi was invented by Australian scientists at the CSIRO in the 1990s – It’s an invention that truly 
connects the world. 

Hills is an iconic Australian brand, celebrated for the creation of the Hills Hoist, a revolutionary 
rotary clothesline that has become a staple in backyards.  

In 1967 NSW Roads introduced pedestrian traffic signals you could hear – a great example of 
the government acting as an entrepreneur to innovation. This pedestrian system leads the 
international standards for acoustic and tactile signals for traffic lights. (and features on Billie 
Eilish’s Bad Guy soundtrack). 

The Victa lawnmower story began in a shed in Sydney, back in 1952, with a peach can, billycart 
wheels and a few scraps of metal. Victa Mowers is now a multi-million dollar industry exporting 
to 30 countries around the world. 

The Story of the Kelly Gang, directed by Charles Tait in 1906, is the first full-length narrative 
feature film produced anywhere in the world. 

Australia was the first country to introduce polymer banknotes in 1988, and today, polymer 
banknote technology is being used in more than 50 countries on more than 150 denominations. 

Google Maps began as a desktop program developed by brothers in Australia. Acquired by 
Google, Maps started as a simple tool for navigation, but it’s grown into an indispensable 
platform for exploring the world. 

The Castle has become shorthand for Aussie humour and charm. Bonnie Doon in The Castle 
reflects Australia’s national identity – a celebration of the everyday, the quirky, and the heartfelt. 

Maliyan makes a final appearance, soaring gracefully across the night sky. The eagle’s flight 
reminds us of Australia’s enduring connection to Country, its innovative spirit, and the shared 
stories that unite us all. 


