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Part 1 - Introduction 
Under the Australian Capital Territory (Planning and Land Management) Act 1988, the National Capital Authority (NCA) prepares and administers the National Capital Plan (the Plan) to ensure that Canberra and the Territory are planned and developed in accordance with their national significance.
The Plan sets out the broad planning framework for the Australian Capital Territory (ACT).  Areas designated as having special characteristics of the National Capital are subject to detailed planning policies and guidelines.
Any buildings or structures, demolition, landscaping or excavation works in Designated Areas require the approval of the NCA.  The NCA considers such proposals in the context of the relevant provisions of the Plan.
The NCA received a Works Approval (WA) application from Tract Consultants on behalf of the Beijing Historical Relic and Construction Company for the proposed construction of the Canberra Chinese Garden at Lennox Gardens.  The proposal for the Canberra Chinese Garden comprises an arrival plaza, a garden gateway structure and a crane viewing pavilion on a lower sculptured lawn area. A selection of garden works and artefacts are proposed to be positioned throughout the Garden.  The Garden will also include feature trees, a stepped rock garden, a new shared path as well as shaped and contoured lawns within the existing Lennox Gardens.  The existing shared use pathway along the lake will be improved and will remain a contiguous part of the public space.  A map detailing the location of the proposal is at Attachment A.
[bookmark: _Toc387311425][bookmark: _Toc387311484][bookmark: _Toc387311783][bookmark: _Toc387312167][bookmark: _Toc387328497][bookmark: Second_Heading]Part 2 - Public Consultation Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc387311426][bookmark: _Toc387311485][bookmark: _Toc387311784][bookmark: _Toc387312168][bookmark: _Toc387328498][bookmark: Third_Heading]2.1	National Capital Plan 
Under the Plan, the requirements for public consultation apply, but are not limited to, certain residential developments, telecommunications facilities (that are not considered low impact) and amending or issuing an instrument under the Plan (including Development Control Plans).
[bookmark: _Toc387311427][bookmark: _Toc387311486][bookmark: _Toc387311785][bookmark: _Toc387312169][bookmark: _Toc387328499][bookmark: Fourth_heading]2.2	Commitment to Community Engagement
The NCA’s ‘Commitment to Community Engagement (August 2011)’ details how the NCA conducts consultation.  The purpose is to achieve a greater level of consistency and transparency in the NCA’s decision making process. 
The Commitment to Community Engagement describes:
· the minimum requirements for consultation
· the timeframes for amendments to the Plan
· what is involved in preparing a new Development Control Plan
· the process for amending or issuing an instrument under the Plan
· the process by which WA applications, which are released for public consultation, will be assessed. 
Part 2 (Consultation Protocol) of the NCA’s ‘Commitment to Community Engagement (August 2011)’ describes the consultation process for WA applications. The consultation protocol includes criteria for which an application will be assessed, in order to determine whether the application should be released for public notification or full public consultation.  
For development applications, the NCA undertakes a risk assessment of each proposal against the assessment criteria set out in the Consultation Protocol. The public notification process will include information about the NCA’s risk assessment of the proposal against the assessment criteria below.
1. What is the likelihood that the proposal will adversely affect existing public space and / or community amenity?
2. What is the likelihood that the proposal will adversely affect existing environmental, heritage or landscape values?
3. What is the likelihood that the proposal is discordant with the general development and amenity of the locality in terms of materials, finishes, scale, massing, design and quality?
4. What is the likelihood that the proposal is inconsistent with an existing Heritage Management Plan (HMP)? (If there is no HMP, this question is not applicable).
The combination of the likelihood and consequence from the criteria described in the above categorises an overall perceived risk into five ratings being ‘negligible’, ‘low’, ‘significant’, ‘high’  or ‘extreme’.  Works assessed as having an ‘extreme’ risk will be rejected.  
Full public consultation for WAs will be required where the NCA’s perceived risk rating is ‘significant’ or ‘high’, and also for any development where consultation is a mandatory requirement under the Plan.
When a WA application is lodged and consultation is required, the applicant is required to consult with the community and stakeholders. The NCA may stipulate specific requirements for consultation and, for higher perceived risk proposals, may undertake the consultation process itself. 
The NCA may set aside the requirement to undertake full public consultation where:
(a) previous consultation has been undertaken
(b) for minor amendments to previously approved works
(c) proposals are exempt, as demonstrated in the ‘Commitment to Community Engagement (August 2011)’
(d) the NCA determines it unnecessary and no stakeholders will be affected.
The Plan has specific requirements in relation to consultation for telecommunications facilities, in relation to any new towers, masts or monopoles.
As the application for the proposed construction of the Canberra Chinese Garden at Block 12 Section 42 Yarralumla was assessed as having a level of risk greater than ‘low’, the application was subject to full public consultation.   
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[bookmark: _Toc387311429][bookmark: _Toc387311488][bookmark: _Toc387311787][bookmark: _Toc387312171][bookmark: _Toc387328501][bookmark: Sixth_Heading]3.1	The public consultation process
Public consultation on the application was undertaken between 5 and 30 April 2014.
The consultation took the form of:
· On Saturday 5 April 2014, publishing a public notice in The Canberra Times detailing the proposed works and inviting submissions to be made to the NCA in relation to the proposal (Attachment B).
· Between 5 April and 30 April 2014, publishing details of the proposal, including the applicant’s plans and planning report on the NCA’s website.
· Between 5 April and 30 April 2014, three signs were installed onsite, one fronting Flynn Drive, one adjacent to the Lake Burley Griffin path and one fronting the site adjacent to the pedestrian boulevard within Lennox Gardens.
· On 16 April 2014, the NCA emailed approximately 1400 subscribed stakeholders a regular update on all consultations, including advice of the Garden proposal. 
· The NCA referred the proposal to the ACT Territory and Municipal Services, ACT Heritage Unit, ACT Conservator and ACT Environment Protection Authority.
· On 4 April 2014, the NCA wrote to the following stakeholders:
· Embassy of Japan
· Canberra Yacht Club
· Canberra Croquet Club Inc.
· Pedal Power 
· Friends of Albert Hall
· Yarralumla Residents Association
· Hyatt Hotel Canberra. 
· The NCA also contacted the Lake Users Group and the Walter Burley Griffin Society.
In addition to the NCA’s consultation activities, the ACT Government undertook its own consultation prior to submitting the Works Approval application. This included consultation with adjoining landowners and the Nara Peace Park Committee.  On 26 March 2014, the ACT Chief Minister released details of a centennial gift from the Beijing Municipal Government to the people of Canberra. A copy of the statement is available for viewing on the ACT Chief Minister’s website at: www.cmd.act.gov.au.  
[bookmark: _Toc387311430][bookmark: _Toc387311489][bookmark: _Toc387311788][bookmark: _Toc387312172][bookmark: _Toc387328502][bookmark: Seventh_Heading]3.2	Submissions received, comments and responses
The NCA received a total of 17 submissions on the development.  Sixteen submissions were received during the consultation period and one after the consultation period had concluded. Fifteen submissions raised issues or objections in relation to elements of the development.  Two submissions were in support of the proposal. 
Emails of acknowledgment were sent to the submitters advising them that their submissions will be taken into consideration before a decision is made on the application.
Key issues raised in the submissions are summarised within Part 4 of this report.
In addition to the public submissions, the NCA received referral responses from the ACT Government agencies detailed above. See Attachment C for a summary of their responses.
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The key issues raised and the NCA response is provided below. A summary of each submission is provided at Attachment C. 
1. The proposed Canberra Chinese Garden will result in loss of a popular recreational area including BBQ and picnicking facilities.  
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The construction of the Canberra Chinese Garden will not change the land use of the site.  The site will remain a part of Lennox Gardens, an urban park and provide a formal setting for the gift from Canberra’s sister city, Beijing.  The structure and design of the current park area will change and become more formal with the inclusion of paths, a pavilion and gate structure but there will be no net loss of park.  The BBQ facilities identified for removal are to be relocated to other locations within Lennox Gardens.  There are other BBQ and picnicking facilities within Lennox Gardens which will not be impacted by the proposal.  Lennox Gardens also has a large oval which supports passive and active recreational uses.
[bookmark: _Toc387311434][bookmark: _Toc387311493][bookmark: _Toc387311562][bookmark: _Toc387311792][bookmark: _Toc387312176][bookmark: _Toc387328506]The NCA’s ‘Guidelines for Commemorative Works in the National Capital’ establish a cultural, spatial and design framework to inform siting, quality and character of commemorative projects in the Central National Area.  The guidelines identify commemorative sites that honour Australia’s international commitments of which Lennox Gardens is identified as a site to commemorate sister-city relationships of Canberra.
2. [bookmark: _Toc387311435][bookmark: _Toc387311494][bookmark: _Toc387311563][bookmark: _Toc387311793][bookmark: _Toc387312177][bookmark: _Toc387328507]The Canberra Chinese Garden is not appropriate in terms of design and scale within the context of Lennox Gardens.
NCA comment
[bookmark: _Toc387311436][bookmark: _Toc387311495][bookmark: _Toc387311564][bookmark: _Toc387311794][bookmark: _Toc387312178]Chapter 1 of the National Capital Plan states that ‘Lennox Gardens is to be a major lakeside vantage point and a special landscape park with an emphasis on seasonable landscape effect.’  Within Lennox Gardens ‘sites may provide for small scale developments which relate directly to the recreational use and enjoyment of the lake.’  The elements to be included in the design of the Garden are distinctly Chinese contributing to the creation of a distinctive landscaped space.  The formality and special effect of the Garden is emphasised by the inclusion of the path ways, pavilion and gate structure. Moving through each element of the Garden, visitors will be able to experience and enjoy aspects of a typical Chinese garden.  The Canberra Chinese Garden, along with the Nara Peace Park will establish a sympathetic assemblage of landscape elements adding to the overall experience of this public park. The scale of the built elements will be appropriate within the context of the site location. 


3. The proposal will impact on the heritage values of Lennox Gardens and Lake Burley Griffin.
NCA comment
Whilst Lennox Gardens has historical links to the early days of the National Capital, it is not listed on the ACT Heritage Register nor the Commonwealth Heritage List.  The proposal was referred to the ACT Heritage Unit who provided no comments as the site is not listed on the register.
The proposed Garden will also not adversely impact on Lake Burley Griffin foreshore.  Public access to the Lake is maintained as well as pedestrian and bicycle access via a newly constructed path on the existing alignment. 
The Heritage Management Plan (HMP) for Lake Burley Griffin and Adjacent Lands makes no particular reference to the preferred development direction for Lennox Gardens.  The HMP notes that there should be coordinated management with other places with heritage values strongly linked to the HMP study area including Lennox Gardens.  There is no HMP for Lennox Gardens as the site is not listed on any heritage list.  
Section 1.2.3 of the Plan provides that ‘Lake Burley Griffin and Foreshores should remain predominantly as open space parklands whilst providing for existing and additional National Capital and community uses in a manner consistent with the area’s national symbolism and role as the city’s key visual and landscape element.’  It notes that there should also be ‘a range of recreational, educational and symbolic experiences in both formal and informal settings with particular landscape character and themes.’  The proposal is not inconsistent with this policy and will provide a formal garden that represents Canberra’s sister city relationship with Beijing and create an opportunity for a visual, cultural and educational experience within an open space parkland.
4. Concerns were raised about the consultation process and in particular the lack of consultation with particular interested organisations/groups by the NCA and the ACT Government.
NCA comment
The NCA notified the public of the Works Approval application by the placement of a public notice in The Canberra Times, signs onsite and notifying identified key stakeholders.  The NCA appreciates the comments provided about the public consultation process and will take them on notice in terms of its ongoing commitment to engaging with the community.
The ACT Government undertook its own consultation on the proposal.  This consultation included a statement from the ACT Chief Minister on 26 March 2014, providing information on website www.act.gov.au and consulting with stakeholders prior to the application being lodged.  


[bookmark: _Toc387328508][bookmark: Ninth_Heading]4.1 Conclusion
The NCA’s consultation process was carried out in accordance with the Plan and the NCA’s ‘Commitment to Community Engagement (August 2011)’.	
A total of 17 submissions were received.  One of the submissions was received after the public consultation period had closed, but was considered by the NCA as though it was received during the public consultation period.   
Matters raised during consultation have now been addressed consistent with the provisions of the Plan and to the satisfaction of the NCA. 
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A. [bookmark: _Toc387312181][bookmark: _Toc387328510]Map detailing the location
B. Copy of the public notice in The Canberra Times
C. Summary of submissions

Attachment A: Location plan
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Note: The National Capital Authority (NCA) undertakes an open and transparent works application process. Works Approval documentation advised that the NCA would prepare a Consultation Report for publication on the NCA website, and that this Consultation Report would include a summary of each submission, along with the name of each person making the submission. Names of submitters have been omitted where a submitter requested confidentiality. 
	Issue
	NCA response

	Submission 1 – Charles Sturt

	Support the proposed Chinese Garden.  The garden will complement the Japanese Garden and enhance public amenities on the lake shore.
	Noted. 

	Submission 2 – Martin Bonsey

	Support the proposed Chinese Garden.  The Chinese Garden will provide an interesting focal point and complement the existing Japanese Garden.
Removal of BBQ facilities may cause some negative comments.  Facilities are well used and reassurance that they will be reinstated nearby would help to gain public acceptance of project.
	Noted.


The BBQ facilities are to be relocated within Lennox Gardens. Plans of the new BBQ locations will be submitted in the near future once the sites have been selected.

	Submission 3 – Name withheld

	Request that the details of any Chinese script and translation be provided.
	The applicant has provided details of Chinese script and translation. Those details have been forwarded to the submitter. The applicant has advised some additional signage will be included as part of the proposal.  The details of the signage are yet to be finalised and will be the subject of a separate application. Details of the Chinese script and translation will be included in the application. The NCA will provide these details to the submitter.

	Submission 4 – David and Josie Roberts

	Loss of a highly desirable recreation area of the lake to a proposal. The structures are not picnic friendly.  The lakeside and its amenities ought to be retained for the use of the residents of Canberra.

The proposal should be located in some other area of the parliamentary triangle such as near Old Parliament House.
The Planning Report pages were blank and the proposal should be on the front page of NCA website and adequately advertised.
	Construction of the Canberra Chinese Garden will not change the land use of the site.  The site will remain a part of Lennox Gardens, an urban park and provide a formal setting for the gift from Canberra’s sister city, Beijing.  The structure and design of the current park area will change and become more formal with the inclusion of paths, a pavilion and gate structure but there will be no net loss of park.  The BBQ facilities earmarked for removal are to be relocated to other locations within Lennox Gardens.  Plans will be submitted in the near future once the sites have been selected.

Chapter 1 of the National Capital Plan states that ‘Lennox Gardens is to be a major lakeside vantage point and a special landscape park with an emphasis on seasonable landscape effect.’  Within Lennox Gardens ‘sites may provide for small scale developments which relate directly to the recreational use and enjoyment of the lake.’
The Canberra Chinese Garden is providing a special landscape park and the design and scale of the gardens is considered to be appropriate.  The elements included in the design are distinctly Chinese and will be in harmony with the surrounding landscape.  The garden will join the Nara Peace Park in offering another interesting focal point and adding to the overall experience of this public park. 

The gift is to the ACT Government and as such needs to be located on Territory Land not National Land.
The information available for viewing on the website was in Portable Document Format (PDF). PDF files can be viewed using a number of different software products. A hard copy of the application was also available for viewing at the NCA offices.
The Works Approval application was publicly notified in accordance with the NCA’s ‘Commitment to Community Engagement (August 2011)’ guidelines. See also response to Submission 7.

	Submission 5 – Suzanne McPherson
	

	Do not support the redevelopment of this location.
An alternative location should be used. 
Would like to be made aware of any further public consultation or meetings with regard to this matter.
The construction gardens will result in the loss of open space and will impact on the whole of the Lotus Bay and the surrounding area.
	See response for Submissions 4 & 7.





	Submission 6: Marjory Kobold
	

	Concerned about the loss of a lovely picnic spot. An alternative place should be considered. It also has considerable heritage value as part of the early landscaping for Albert Hall and the former Hotel Canberra.

	See response for Submissions 4 & 7.
Whilst Lennox Gardens has historical links to the early days of the National Capital, it is not listed on the ACT Heritage Register or the Commonwealth Heritage List.  The application was referred to ACT Heritage Unit and they provided no comments as Lennox Gardens is not listed on the register.  
The proposed garden will also not adversely impact on Lake Burley Griffin foreshore.  Public access to the lake is maintained as well as pedestrian and bicycle access via a newly constructed path on the existing alignment.

	Submission 7 – Walter Burley Griffin Society

	The NCA did not consult with a number of stakeholders. Eg WBGS, Lake User Group

The proposal looks well advanced, has secured NCA approval in principle and construction is imminent.

What authority approved the project?  The subject land is clearly designated ‘national.’
The ACT Government does not seem to have consulted outside the bureaucracy.
 Alternative sites have not been considered.
No consultation with ACT Heritage appears to have been undertaken.

The proposal does not appear to have been referred to the Canberra National Memorials Committee.
Understand that the NCA is reviewing the guidelines for monuments and memorials.
If the symbolic role of the National Capital were taken, then the location, scale and design of the Chinese Gardens should be altered.  

The special qualities of this intensively used picnic area will be lost.

	The NCA notified the public of the consultation by the placement of a notice in The Canberra Times, installing signs onsite, sending letters and emails and briefing stakeholders. The NCA appreciates the comments provided about the public consultation process and will take them on notice in terms of its ongoing commitment to engaging with the community.
It is at the Works Approval application stage that the NCA undertakes formal public consultation as set out in the NCA’s ‘Commitment to Community Engagement (August 2011)’.
It is also a normal part of the Works Approval process for an applicant to engage with the NCA prior to lodging a Works Approval application to seek feedback and advice on their proposal.  
The subject land is Territory Land not National Land and the ACT Government supports the proposal.  The subject land is within the Designated Area and therefore a Works Approval application is required to be submitted to the NCA.
The ACT Government undertook its own consultation by releasing a media statement from the ACT Chief Minister on 26 March 2014, providing information on the website www.act.gov.au and consulting with stakeholders prior to the application being submitted to the NCA.

The proposal was not referred to the Canberra National Memorials Committee.  The proposal is not a national memorial and is not located on National Land.
The NCA is waiting for the Commonwealth Government’s response to the Joint Standing Committee on the National Capital and External Territories Inquiry into the National Memorials Ordinance 1928.
The application was referred to ACT Heritage Unit who advised that Lennox Gardens are not included on the ACT Heritage Register so the Heritage Unit will not be preparing comments under its delegation from the Heritage Council.  

The Heritage Management Plan (HMP) for Lake Burley Griffin and Adjacent Lands makes no particular reference to the preferred development direction for Lennox Gardens.  The HMP notes that there should be coordinated management with other places with heritage values strongly linked to the HMP study area including Lennox Gardens.  There is no HMP for Lennox Gardens as the site is not listed on any heritage list.  

The construction of the Canberra Chinese Garden will not change the land use of the site.  The site will remain a part of Lennox Gardens, an urban park and provide a formal setting for the gift from Canberra’s sister city, Beijing.  The structure and design of the current park area will change and become more formal with the inclusion of paths, a pavilion and gate structure but there will be no net loss of park.  The BBQ facilities earmarked for removal are to be relocated to other locations within Lennox Gardens.

Chapter 1 of the National Capital Plan states that ‘Lennox Gardens is to be a major lakeside vantage point and a special landscape park with an emphasis on seasonable landscape effect.’  Within Lennox Gardens ‘sites may provide for small scale developments which relate directly to the recreational use and enjoyment of the lake.’
The Canberra Chinese Garden will provide a special landscape park and the design and scale of the gardens is considered to be appropriate.

Section 1.2.3 of the National Capital Plan provides that ‘Lake Burley Griffin and Foreshores should remain predominantly as open space parklands whilst providing for existing and additional National Capital and community uses in a manner consistent with the area’s national symbolism and role as the city’s key visual and landscape element.’  It also states that there should also be ‘a range of recreational, educational and symbolic experiences in both formal and informal settings with particular landscape character and theme.’  The Canberra Chinese Garden is not inconsistent with this policy by providing a formal garden that represents Canberra’s sister city relationship with Beijing and creates an opportunity for a visual, cultural and educational experience within an open space parkland. 

The NCA’s ‘Guidelines for Commemorative Works in the National Capital’ establish a cultural, spatial and design framework to inform siting, quality and character of the commemorative projects in the Central National Area.  The guidelines identify commemorative sites that honour Australia’s international commitments including Lennox Gardens as a place to commemorate sister-city relationships of Canberra.

	Submission 8:  Meg Blackburn
	

	Remodeling of popular park at Lennox Gardens into a Chinese garden not supported.
Alternative location should be used.
Made a reference to Weston Creek community and when the TAFE went, that the community would continue to have the space.  
	See response to Submissions 4 & 7.



Noted but not clear how this issue relates to the proposed Garden which will be for public use. 

	Submission 9: Yarralumla Residents Association
	

	Acknowledges the generosity of the City of Beijing’s gift to Canberra. 
Development of a Chinese Garden should be understated in design, height and colour. 
Garden should not disrupt the current use of the subject site. 
Should consider an alternative site for the gardens. 
YRA notes issues raised in the Walter Burley Griffin Society submission and these need to be addressed.
	Noted.  

See response to Submissions 4 & 7.  The WBGS’s submission was addressed above.

	Submission 10: Pamela and Roger Pink
	

	Do not support the proposal for this site. Should not be allowed to overwhelm the Nara Peace Park.  Lennox Gardens are currently a popular and enjoyed public garden space and this space must be retained. Proposal impacts on the heritage and views of Albert Hall and old Canberra Hotel.
	See response to Submissions 4 & 7.






	Submission 11: Jon Merrill
	

	The open space area should be retained for public use and with no additional tree planting.  
The integrity of the heritage value of Albert Hall and the old Canberra Hotel should not be impacted by any lakeside development at Lennox Gardens.

A formal Chinese Garden should be part of the Chinese Embassy precinct and not in the same lakeside view as the Nara Peace Park.
	See response to Submissions 4 & 7.

The garden is a gift to the ACT Government and as such needs to be located on Territory Land.

	Submission 12: Pat McGinn
	

	Lennox Gardens are currently a popular and enjoyed public garden space.

Do not support the building of a Chinese Garden in this area. 

An alternative site should be considered.

Nara Gardens already occupies a significant portion of Lennox Gardens.   It will become an area that cannot be used interactively as it becomes another formal area. 
	See response to Submissions 4 & 7.








Lennox Gardens has other BBQ and picnicking facilities which will not be affected by the proposal.  Lennox Gardens also has a large oval which supports passive and active recreational uses.  The Canberra Chinese Garden whilst containing formal elements will continue to provide the public with a recreation space albeit in a different form.



	Submission 13: Helen Young
	

	Lennox Gardens are currently a popular and enjoyed public garden space. Do not support the building of a Chinese Garden in this area. An alternative site should be considered.
	See response to Submissions 4 & 7.

	Submission 14: Kaye Berry
	

	Lennox Gardens are currently a popular and enjoyed public garden space. Do not support the building of a Chinese Garden in this area.  An alternative site should be considered.
	See response to Submissions 4 & 7.

	Submission 15: Nerida Aylott
	

	Lennox Gardens are currently a popular and enjoyed public garden space. Do not support the building of a Chinese Garden in this area.  An alternative site should be considered.
Looks like an approach by the Chinese government to increase its profile in Canberra.
There is already an Asian garden by the Lake perhaps a garden from another part of world could be considered.
Lack of consultation at earlier stages.
	See response to Submissions 4 & 7.




Noted but not a relevant planning issue.


China and Japan have distinctly different garden styles and one could not be viewed as representative of an Asian garden.  Each is a gift from Canberra’s sister cities and is appropriately located within Lennox Gardens.


The NCA appreciates comments provided about the public consultation process and will take them on notice in terms of its ongoing commitment to engaging with the community.


	Submission 16: Gina Pinkas
	

	Appreciates the generous gift to the people of Canberra. Do not agree with the proposed location of the Garden.  Alternative sites should be considered. The proposed Garden is not in keeping with the heritage landscapes.

Concerns about lack of detail in documentation about the removal of BBQ area and lack of assessment of the current recreation uses on the site.

Timing of consultation was not appropriate over a number of public holidays.

There appears to be no Plan of Management for the site a statutory requirement under the Land (sic) and Development Act 2007. Proposal needs to be assessed against requirements of the Act. 
	See response to Submissions 4 & 7.

The consultation period extended from 5 April through to 30 April 2014, a total of 26 days to take into account the public holidays. 

The Planning (not Land) and Development Act 2007 is not relevant to the proposal as the subject site is located within Designated Area and is assessed against the provisions of the National Capital Plan. 

	Submission 17 (late): Dr John Gray
	

	Do not support the Chinese Gardens as an appropriate addition to Lennox Gardens.  ACT’s reasons for locating Chinese Gardens in Lennox Gardens are not stated.
Were Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) consulted?
Proposal is in conflict with what ACT Government has said about Lennox Gardens on the ACT Parks and Conservation Services website.
Introduction of foreign gardens should be encouraged as long as a thorough analysis has been made and in close consultation with the community.
	See response to Submissions 4 & 7. 
The reasons for locating the proposed garden is not stated explicitly in the application but it is noted in the report that the garden is a gift to the ACT Government as part of the established program of sister city relationships.  Lennox Gardens is already home to the Nara Peace Park, a gift from another sister city.

The Departments of Foreign Affairs and Trade and Prime Minister and Cabinet have been consulted.  No issues with the proposal were raised.
The proposal is assessed against the provisions of the National Capital Plan not the ACT Parks and Conservation Services website.  The proposal is not inconsistent with the National Capital Plan.

The proposal is assessed through the Works Approval application process.  Consultation has been undertaken and submissions have been received.  The issues raised are addressed in this Consultation Report.


	ACT Conservator
	

	There are no issues of concern with the proposal.  
	Noted.

	ACT Heritage
	

	Lennox Gardens are not included on the ACT Heritage Register so the Heritage Unit will not be preparing comments under its delegation from the Heritage Council.  The application was also forwarded to the DA Taskforce of the Heritage Council who may prepare some comments.  No comments were received.
	Noted.

	TAMS
	

	No issues with the proposal.  A Certificate of Asset Acceptance has been issued.
	Noted.
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Australian Government
National Capital Authority

Block 12 Section 42 Yarralumla - Proposed
construction of the Canberra Chinese Gardens
at Lennox Gardens

The National Capital Authority has received a works
approval application from Tract Consultants Pty Ltd for
the construction of the Canberra Chinese Gardens at
Lennox Gardens (Block 12 Section 42, Yarralumla).

Comments close on COB Wednesday 30 April 2014.

For comments and more information, visit the NCA's
website or contact Sarah Treble on (02) 6271 2888, Write
to us at GPO Box 373 Canberra ACT 2601.

ALL SUBMISSIONS, INCLUDING NAMES AND ADDRESSES WILL
BE MADE PUBLICLY AVAILABLE AT THE NCA OFFICE AND ON
THE WEBSITE, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL IN WRITING BY THE
SUBMITTER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NCA'S COMMITMENT TO
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.
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