
A touring exhibition by the National Capital Authority

B ui l d  your  ow n  ca p i ta l



Brick by Brick: Build your own capital  

is an educational activity available  

free of charge to public libraries  

for periods of eight to ten weeks.



The activity
Brick by Brick encourages school-aged children to create original buildings 
for their own National Capital or replicate major buildings in Canberra using 
LEGOTM blocks. The exhibition is designed for children from four years and of all 
abilities. It includes specially designed wheelchair accessible furniture.

Instructions to create 11 major buildings from the National Capital are 
provided as part of the activity. These have been specifically designed using 
widely available LEGOTM pieces which children are likely to have in their own 
collections (participants are encouraged to take the sheets home to continue 
building). These sheets also include fascinating facts and figures about major 
cultural institutions and other buildings in the National Capital.

A large map identifying the location of the institutions in the National Capital  
is included. 



The aim of the exhibition is to increase 
Australians’ awareness of the unique 

characteristics of the National Capital. 

These include:

~ the seat of National Parliament and Government ~

~ home to the High Court of Australia ~

~ the location of national commemoration ~

~ celebrating Australian culture through its national institutions ~

~ hosting over 100 diplomatic missions from around the world ~



The activity has been 
designed to explore new 
ways to implement the National 
Curriculum by providing materials 
that encourage an understanding 
about spatial awareness in a 3D format 
to children in the early primary years. 



Brick by Brick has travelled to: 

•	South Australia (SA)

•	Victoria (VIC)

•	New South Wales (NSW)

•	Queensland (QLD)

•	Western Australia (WA)



Requirements of the participating venue:

•	 A space of approximately  
50 square metres

•	 A space that has security 
(potentially in a staff traffic area 
or close to a circulation desk)

•	 Organisation of a launch event 
(primarily involving children)

•	 Marketing campaign to local 
schools and other educational 
organisations

•	 Implementation of an education 
program (provided by the National 
Capital Authority) by either staff or 
volunteers 

•	 Provision of statistical data to the 
National Capital Authority

•	 Washing the LEGOTM in a 
dishwasher at regular intervals and 
before it is sent to the next venue



What is provided by the National Capital Authority:

~ The activity free of any fees ~

~ 30,000+ LEGOTM pieces ~

~ Specially designed furniture to suit ages 4+ ~

~ Regular replacement of LEGOTM  ~

~ Fact and build sheets ~

~ An education program ~

~ Training for staff and volunteers ~

~ Marketing materials (postcards, banners, footpath decals) ~
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easy LeVeL

national library  
of australia

The National Library of Australia 
is the custodian of the nation’s 

documentary heritage. It holds 
the world’s greatest collection of 
material relating to Australia and 
the Australian people. The collection 
includes books and magazines, 
pictures, photographs, maps, sheet 
music, oral history recordings, 
manuscript papers and ephemera. 
The collection continues to grow 
because publishers and self 
publishing authors are required to 
deposit a copy of any print work 
published in Australia with the 
National Library.

[Top] Architectural model of the 
original design, which included two 
semi-underground storage facilities 
on either side of the main entrance. 
Natural springs in this area prevented 
these being constructed.

[Middle] The library under 
construction in February 1967. It was 
opened to the public in 1968.

[BoTToM] The National Library today.

block 
facts

At present there are nine million 
items in the collection, which 
occupies 240 kilometres of 
shelving in the main Library 
building and two offsite 
facilities. Each year the shelving 
requirement increases by three 
kilometres. 
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AUSTRALIAN  
WAR MEMORIAL

The Australian War Memorial is the 
national memorial to all men and 

women who have served in the military 
forces during conflict. It is also one of the 
most significant museums of its type in 
the world, telling the story of all Australians 
during wartime – on the home front and in 
all forms of service.

The Memorial is located at the northern 
end of an uninterrupted vista through to 
Parliament House. This lies on the central 
land axis in Griffin’s design, which runs from 
Mt Ainslie, through Capital Hill to Bimberi 
Peak, the highest mountain in the ACT.

[TOP] Competition design by Emil 
Sodersteen. The Memorial’s design 
is a compromise between this and 
John Crust’s entry due to a tight 
construction budget of just £250,000. 

[ABOVE LEFT] During construction  
of the Hall of Memory, around 1940.  
[AWM-PO1300.001]

[ABOVE RIGHT]  The Commemorative 
Area at the centre of the building, 
including the Pool of Reflection and 
the cloisters where the names of 
Australians lost in wartime service  
are listed.

BLOCK 
FACTS

Constructed largely of 
concrete with sandstone 
facings, the building is 
crowned with a distinctive 
copper-sheathed dome. 
The windows of this dome 
are 15 large stained glass 
images of military figures 
depicting 15 distinctly 
Australian virtues.



Canberra was conceived 
as an expression of our 
national identity.  

More than 100 years ago, an international design competition was held for the 
National Capital, which attracted entries from around the world. The vision 
was to create a modern, progressive city, breaking free from the crowded, 
unsanitary conditions of major urban centres of the time and this was achieved.

Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin’s winning design for the  
city was contemporary and bold with a poetic vision of mountain vistas, wide  
tree-lined boulevards, community gardens, open spaces and a central lake.

The Brick by Brick education activity provides an opportunity for children to 
investigate our National Capital and re-imagine its next hundred years. 



Embassy of the People’s Republic of China National carillon

Australian war memorialsydney building, civic



national library Blundells cottage

black mountain tower high court of australia



GPO Box 373, Canberra ACT 2601 

Telephone: +61 2 6271 2888  Facsimile: +61 2 6273 4427 

Email: nce@natcap.gov.au 

www.nca.gov.au


