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Acknowledgement of First Peoples and Country 
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1 (Bowler, Price, Sherwood, & Carey, 2018) 



 



  

 

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  3 

 

 

 

 
 
 



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  4 

 

 

 

 

 



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  5 

 



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  6 

 

 

 



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  7 

 

 

 

  



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  8 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Flood, J 1980, The moth hunters: Aboriginal prehistory of the Australian Alps, Australian Institute of Aboriginal 

Studies, Canberra 
3 Officer, K 1989 Namadgi pictures: the Aboriginal rock art sites within the Namadgi National Park, ACT: their 

recording, significance, analysis and conservation. Heritage Unit & ACT Parks and Conservation Service, ACT. 
4 Officer, K 1989, Namadgi pictures. 
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responding to society’s changing need for 
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5 Funeral Service of the Unknown Australian Soldier, speech by Paul Keating 

<http://australianpolitics.com/executive/keating/93-11-11_unknown-soldier.shtml>. 
6 Michael Pearson Heritage Management Consultants and Graeham Crockett Marleesh 1995, Australian War 

Memorial: Conservation Management Plan. 
7 See for instance Inglis, KS 2008, Sacred places, War Memorials in the Australian Landscape, Melbourne University 

Press, third edition; Seal, G 2007, ‘ANZAC: the sacred in the secular’, Journal of Australian Studies, March 2007. 
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8 Johnson Pilton Walker Pty Ltd, Australian War Memorial Campbell Precinct Site Development Plan Review, report 

prepared for Australian War Memorial, November 2017, p 16. 
9 ‘Place details - Australian War Memorial and the Memorial Parade, Anzac Pde, Campbell, ACT, Australia’, Australian 

Heritage Database, < https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=place_detail;place_id=105889> 
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The following points summarise the impact of the proposed works on the heritage 

significance of the place. 

 

• Overall the proposed works make very little change to the external presentation 

of the main building in the landscape of the Memorial, Anzac Parade, within the 

Parliamentary Vista. Generally, in view of the whole quantum of work, the 

changes that are proposed are low impact or positive impact.  

• However, the proposed works include the demolition of ANZAC Hall which 

embodies part of the aesthetic values of the place (criterion C). This is a 

significant negative impact and the most detrimental aspect of the proposal. 

• The proposed enlargement of the CEW Bean research Centre is of positive 

impact on the value of the building as a home for the collection (criterion C), and 

as the National Museum and memorial (criterion A) and frees up space within the 

northern side of the main building for extension of exhibitions (criterion A). 

• The proposed new entrance facilities serve and therefore augment the social 

value of the building to the Australian community (criterion G). 

• The proposed visitor reception area to the south and ANZAC Hall and the glazed 

link to the north are designed in such a way as to be highly integral to the joint 

commemorative and exhibition purposes of the memorial. This supports the value 

inscribed under criterion B (rarity) that the building reflects the relationship of the 

memorial to the displayed collection.  

 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

• 
The demolition of the plant enclosure at the rear of the site, including part of its wall, 

removes an intrusive element from the site. This will improve the appreciation of the 

symmetrical original main building from the east at the rear, and will remove the noise 

generated by the plant, which at present as the effect of disturbs the contemplative 

character of external space in the Eastern Precinct.  

• 

 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

 
10 Australian War Memorial Redevelopment Design Competition Evaluation Plan Report, Design Package 3, p. 7 
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• 
A proposal to develop a new building in the western precinct was explored. This scheme 

had the advantage of retaining the existing ANZAC Hall, however the impacts on the 

main building would have been unacceptable in heritage terms. The proposed building 

would have replaced much of the Sculpture Garden in the western precinct, and would 

have had a considerable negative impact on views to the main building from the west 

and likely also the south, including diminishing dramatically the possibility of seeing the 

building in-the-round.11 

• 
A proposal to construct the majority of required new space underground has been 

investigated. This would have had very little visual impact on the main building. This 

option was not pursued because the costs of further subterranean construction in 

addition to the southern entrance were considered to be prohibitive and because 

underground galleries have limited functionality and flexibility in terms of being able to 

move the collection in and out of these areas.12 

  

 
11 Australian War Memorial Redevelopment: Detailed Business Case, p. 57-8. 
12 Australian War Memorial Redevelopment: Detailed Business Case, p. 60. 
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13 These can be found at ttps://www.environment.gov.au/heritage/about/national/managing-national-heritage-places 
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Noted.  

 
14 GHD, Australian War Memorial Redevelopment Heritage Impact Assessment, p. 33. 
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15 Godden Mackay Logan, Australian War Memorial Heritage Management Plan 2011, p. 45.  
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16 Neil Urwin, Griffin Associates Environment, ‘Eastern Precinct at Australian War Memorial – Potential for 
Natural Heritage Values’, May 2008, p. 4. 
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Explanation of impact assessment with regard to values 
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Table 7.1 – Assessment of the Australian War Memorial proposal against National values 



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  29 

 



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  30 

 



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  31 

 



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  32 

 



    

HECTOR ABRAHAMS ARCHITECTS  33 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 7.2 – Assessment of the impact on the Australian War Memorial against Commonwealth 
values 
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