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Design Qu�lity in the C�pit�l
Foreword

Urb�n design excellence is � defining f�ctor of gre�t cities. As the n�tion�l 

c�pit�l, C�nberr� h�s � speci�l role of showc�sing urb�n environments �nd 

l�ndsc�pes th�t �re not only uniquely Austr�li�n but �lso exemplify intern�tion�l 

best pr�ctise in urb�n design.

Since C�nberr�’s beginnings, the expect�tions of the Austr�li�n people to build 

� c�pit�l worthy of their pride h�ve been high. The world wide competition for 

the design of the c�pit�l for the Commonwe�lth of Austr�li�, won by W�lter 

Burley Griffin in �9�2 , set � high st�nd�rd for others to follow. 

Almost � century l�ter, �s C�nberr� moves into the 2�st century, it is imper�tive 

th�t it continues to fulfil its potenti�l �s � cosmopolit�n city �nd exempl�r of 

contempor�ry living. Design �nd development must not only enh�nce the visu�l 

environment, but be sensitive to the ecology of the region �nd meet the needs 

of the loc�l community.

This review emph�sises th�t good city design is �bout more th�n just buildings. 

It is �bout the cre�tion of � qu�lity public dom�in th�t is �ttr�ctive, �ccessible 

�nd pedestri�n-friendly. The procurement of good design outcomes depends 

upon more th�n just good designers. It must h�ve �n intelligent pl�nning �nd 

�pprov�l process, conducted by skilled development �ssessors. It �lso needs 

enlightened clients �nd �ctive st�keholder cooper�tion, �nd �t �ll times it must 

h�ve the c�p�city to foster �nd respond to innov�tion �nd excellence. Design 

Quality in the Capital highlights recently built projects th�t c�n be considered 

exempl�rs of good urb�n design.

C�nberr� is renowned for its qu�lity of life. Fine buildings, p�rks �nd pl�ces 

continue to gr�ce the most import�nt �re�s of the c�pit�l. It is � uniquely 

be�utiful, efficient �nd liv�ble city. Good urb�n design will ensure such qu�lities 

�re enh�nced �nd protected �nd th�t Austr�li�’s c�pit�l will continue to be 

pl�nned �nd developed in �ccord�nce with its n�tion�l signific�nce.
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Introduction
The N�tion�l C�pit�l Pl�n includes provisions th�t require:

‘…planning and development in Canberra Central in particular and generally 

throughout the Territory, should have high aesthetic and environmental 

quality. Planning controls should seek to ensure that development in all 

forms, including landscaping in urban and non-urban areas, complements 

and enriches its surroundings’.

Wh�t is good urb�n design
In order to better underst�nd wh�t constitutes high �esthetic �nd 

environment�l qu�lity it is necess�ry to identify � working definition of qu�lity 

urb�n design. The Commission for Architecture �nd the Built Environment 

defines urb�n design �s

‘…the art of making places for people. It includes the way places work and 

matters such as community safety, as well as how they look. It concerns 

the connections between people and places, movement and urban form, 

nature and the built fabric, and the process for ensuring a successful 

city. Urban design is a key to making sustainable developments and the 

conditions for flourishing economic life, prudent use of natural resources 

and social progress. Good design can help create lively places with a 

distinctive character, streets and public spaces that are safe, accessible, 

pleasant to use and human in scale; and places that inspire because of 

imagination and sensitivity of their designers.’

Commission for Architecture �nd the Built Environment,  
By Design – Urban Design in the Planning System: Towards Better Practice M�y 2000

Set out in the following t�ble �re the key urb�n design principles th�t should 

guide the design of development, including buildings, l�ndsc�pe �nd public 

sp�ces.

C�se studies
A r�nge of building �nd l�ndsc�pe projects h�ve been selected �s c�se 

studies. These c�se studies provide � t�ngible demonstr�tion of the following 

urb�n design principles �nd how consider�tion of these principles c�n result 

in successful projects �nd high qu�lity outcomes. High qu�lity buildings �nd 

l�ndsc�pe projects m�ke � l�sting contribution to the qu�lity of the public 

dom�in, provide more pedestri�n friendly streetsc�pes �nd result in � more 

sust�in�ble �nd �ttr�ctive city. 

The c�se studies provided in this public�tion will �ssist �nd encour�ge �n 

ongoing commitment from industry �nd government to high qu�lity design. 

The N�tion�l C�pit�l Authority is seeking to promote qu�lity design �nd to give 

recognition to the successes of industry in their contribution to �chieving � 

more �ttr�ctive �nd sust�in�ble n�tion�l c�pit�l.



�

Urb�n design principles

Principles

Context or Future 
Desired Character

Does the design address the key natural and built 
features of the site in terms of: colour �nd type of m�teri�l 
used, the urb�n f�bric �nd the import�nt veget�tion. 

Scale
Does the design relate well in terms of: bulk, height, 
rel�tionship with the street �nd surrounding buildings?

Built Form
Does the building relate well in terms of: building 
�lignment, proportions, building type �nd the m�nipul�tion of 
building elements?

Density

Is the density appropriate for the location in terms of: 
reinforcing public tr�nsport, cre�ting the desired level of soci�l 
�nd commerci�l �ctivity? Does the site m�ke efficient use of 
infr�structure? 

Landscape

Is the landscape design appropriate in terms of: 
strengthening the rel�tionship between the built form �nd the 
l�ndsc�pe? Reflecting the cultur�l �nd n�tur�l import�nce of 
the site? 

Amenity
Does the design provide for: �menity through the physic�l, 
visu�l, sp�ti�l �nd �esthetic qu�lity of � development?

Safety and Security
Does the design relate well internally and externally in 
terms of: surveill�nce, legibility, �d�pt�bility �nd �ccessibility, 
including for the dis�bled?

Aesthetics
Is the visual quality appropriate in terms of: the 
composition of building elements ie: the texture �nd colour?

Quality of the  
Public Domain

Does the design contribute to the public domain in terms 
of: cre�ting sp�ces �nd routes th�t �re �ttr�ctive, s�fe, 
uncluttered, �ctive �nd e�sily identifi�ble?

Ease of Movement

Does the design relate well in terms of: pedestri�n 
movement, cre�ting connections between buildings, cre�ting 
perme�bility in buildings �t the loc�l level, �nd promoting 
�ccessibility to �ll including the dis�ble?

Legibility Is the site legible by being e�sily understood by its users?

Adaptability
Does the design respond to: ch�nging technology, soci�l, 
economic, �nd m�rket forces? 

Diversity
Does the design provide for: � mixture of uses, vit�l �nd 
vi�ble pl�ces?

Durability
Are the materials used appropriate in terms of: 
contributing to the life of � development �nd � low level of 
m�inten�nce. 
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C�se Studies
�.0 Public/institution�l buildings

�.� N�tion�l Film �nd Sound Archive Extension, Acton
�.2 Centre for Ar�bic �nd Isl�mic Studies, The ANU

2.0 Commerci�l buildings
2.� Brind�bell� Technology Centre

�.0 Residenti�l buildings
�.� L�ndm�rk, B�rton

�.0 Public dom�in �nd l�ndsc�pe 
�.� Commonwe�lth Pl�ce �nd Forecourt

5.0 Speci�l Purpose structures
5.� B�ldessin Squ�re C�rp�rk, The ANU
5.2 Q�nt�s M�inten�nce H�ng�r, Brind�bell� P�rk,  

C�nberr� Intern�tion�l Airport

Loc�tion pl�n

Red Hill

Acton

ANU Reid

Yarralumla
Parkes

Forrest
Deakin

Kingston

Griffith

Fyshwick

Turner

Braddon

Ainslie

O’Connor Dickson

City  
Centre

Parliament 
House

Russell

Mount  
Ainslie

Black 
Mountain

Red Hill

Barton

Canberra  
International 

Airport

Campbell
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N�tion�l Film �nd Sound Archive  
Extension

The �rchitectur�l style, colours �nd 
m�teri�ls used in the new extension 
complement �nd h�rmonise with 
those of the existing building. The 
extension en�bled the continued 
use of the historic building.

National Film and Sound   
 Archive Extension

Liversidge Street
Acton, Block �, Section 2�

 
Description

This extension to the N�tion�l 
Film �nd Sound Archive, � 

herit�ge listed building loc�ted 
within the Austr�li�n N�tion�l 

University, is � benchm�rk 
development.  Pl�nning 

principles, policies �nd siting 
criteri� h�ve been successfully 

implemented to produce � 
qu�lity building complex.

Architect
Gutteridge H�skins & D�vey 

Landscape Architect
Dorrough Britz �nd Associ�tes

Cost of Project
$�� million

Site Area
2�070 m2

Gross Floor Area 
�28� m2

Development Conditions
Site specific Development 

Conditions prep�red by the 
Authority in consult�tion with the 
Austr�li�n Herit�ge Commission.

External Consultation
Austr�li�n Herit�ge Commission

Works Approval Date
�5 July �998

The e�rly involvement of the 
Austr�li�n Herit�ge Commission 
contributed to � successful herit�ge 
outcome.

Use of high qu�lity �nd dur�ble 
m�teri�ls contribute to the 
�rchitectur�l qu�lity of the 
development �nd the public 
dom�in.

Preserv�tion �nd integr�tion of 
historic trees provides � signific�nt 
l�ndsc�pe setting for the extension.

The use of �ppropri�te building 
forms, high qu�lity m�teri�ls �nd 
l�ndsc�ping h�s resulted in � 
development th�t contributes 
positively to surrounds.

The development h�s good 
street definition. Sc�le �nd 
proportions provide �n 
�ppropri�te edge to pedestri�n 
thoroughf�re �nd streets.

The new entr�nce is highly visible 
�nd legible. It gives both the Film 
�nd Sound Archive �nd Liversidge 
Street � higher profile, improving 
�ccessibility to f�cilities �nd 
enh�ncing the public dom�in.

Canberra  
International 

Airport

Mount  
AinslieBlack 

Mountain

City  
Centre

Russell

Parliament 
House

Red Hill

ANU
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Integr�tion of services �nd 
c�reful det�iling contribute to 
the �rchitectur�l qu�lity of the 

development �nd consequently the 
public dom�in.

The dis�bility �ccess on 
Liversidge Street is well 

designed �nd integr�ted with the 
entr�nce providing � dignified 

�nd s�fe �ccess for �ll potenti�l 
users of f�cilities. 

The interior courty�rd provides 
� positive outdoor sp�ce for 

students, st�ff �nd the public.  The 
courty�rd is sunny �nd enjoy�ble 
�nd includes qu�lity l�ndsc�ping 

�nd w�ter elements.

The siting of the extension �nd 
�ssoci�ted new c�r p�rking is 

integr�ted well with the existing 
l�ndsc�pe setting. Addition�l new 

l�ndsc�ping is compliment�ry.

The pl�nning of the p�rking 
�re� h�s been h�ndled well �nd 

contributes to the e�se of vehicle 
�nd pedestri�n movement.
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Centre for Ar�bic �nd Isl�mic Studies
The Austr�li�n N�tion�l University

Over�ll sc�le, m�ssing �nd colour 
of building symp�thetic to �djoining 
buildings.

Centre for Arabic &  
Islamic Studies

Ellery Crescent
The Austr�li�n N�tion�l University

Description
Loc�ted within the Austr�li�n 

N�tion�l University, the new 
Centre for Ar�bic �nd Isl�mic 
Studies is � good ex�mple of 
how the use of cle�n forms, 

simple l�ndsc�ping �nd � 
restr�ined p�l�te of m�teri�ls 
c�n deliver � development of 
high qu�lity th�t contributes 

positively to its surrounds.

Architect
D�ryl J�ckson Al�st�ir Sw�yn

Landscape Architect
Clouston

Cost of Project
$�.8 million

Site Area
Not �pplic�ble.   

Sited within the ANU C�mpus.

Gross Floor Area 
7�7 m2

Works Approval Date
�5 November 200�

Integr�tion of services �nd c�reful 
det�iling contributes to �rchitectur�l 
qu�lity of the development �nd the 
public dom�in.

The use of Olive trees in gr�ss �nd 
p�lms which blend into the recent 
public dom�in l�ndsc�pe of the 
c�mpus (drought resist�nt n�tive 
gr�sses �nd shrubs) provides 
�n effective �nd environment�lly 
�ppropri�te unifying element for the 
c�mpus. The l�ndsc�pe design is 
simple �nd restr�ined with strong 
cultur�l references.

The cre�tion of � l�rge w�lled 
courty�rd provides � positive 
outdoor sp�ce for students �nd 
st�ff. The courty�rd whilst priv�te, 
eng�ges with the surrounds 
through the introduction of 
lightweight semi-tr�nsp�rent 
screens in enclosing m�sonry w�lls. 
It includes qu�lity l�ndsc�ping �nd 
w�ter elements.

Sunsh�ding elements deliver 
improved environment�l 
perform�nce �s well �s being 
effective �rticul�tion elements. 

Canberra  
International 

Airport

Mount  
AinslieBlack 

Mountain

City  
Centre

Russell

Parliament 
House

Red Hill

ANU
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Skilfully sculptured �nd �rticul�ted 
building form contributes positively 
to the surrounding environment of 
diverse �rchitecture �nd l�nd use.

The development h�s good 
street definition. Building sc�le 

�nd proportions provide �n 
�ppropri�te edge to pedestri�n 

thoroughf�re �nd streets.

The development reinforces 
the import�nce of pedestri�n 

movement corridors by 
responding to the existing 

pedestri�n networks  
of the c�mpus.

Use of strong �rticul�tion 
elements provides visu�l interest 

�nd v�riety to f�c�des. This 
�rticul�tion is cre�ted through 

the use of sculptur�l forms, 
punched window openings, 
sunsh�ding elements �nd � 

strong b�se (d�rk gl�zed bricks) 
to the building. This brick h�s 

been extended into the western 
f�ç�de of the building to form 
� p�ttern th�t is evoc�tive of 

Isl�mic decor�tive motifs.
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Brind�bell� Technology Centre
C�nberr� Intern�tion�l Airport

Bold use of colour integr�ted with 
sculptur�l forms

Skilfully sculptured �nd �rticul�ted 
building form designed to be 
viewed in the round.

F�c�des �re highly �rticul�ted with 
sunscreens, light shelves �nd deep 
reve�ls. 

High qu�lity �nd dur�ble m�teri�ls 
used 

Use of the �trium �s the m�jor 
org�nising fe�ture �s well �s the 
m�in public entry �nd vertic�l 
circul�tor sp�ce with heightened 
volume. 

Innov�tive �trium building type 
which �chieves improved energy 
efficiency �nd n�tur�l d�ylighting.

Office Development at  
Brindabella Business Park

F�irb�irn

Description
Atrium commerci�l building 

loc�ted within the Brind�bell� 
Office P�rk. The building fronts 
centr�l recre�tion f�cilities �nd 
�ddresses � m�jor pedestri�n 

spine running through the  
office p�rk. 

Architect
D�ryl J�ckson & Al�st�ir Sw�yn

Landscape Architect
Envirolinks

Cost of Project
$9.�8 million

Site Area
7��� sqm

Gross Floor Area 
�0�7 sqm

Development Conditions
Airport Design Guidelines

Works Approval Date
2 November 2002

Undercroft p�rking is well conce�led �nd integr�ted into 
surrounding public dom�in, providing for n�tur�l ventil�tion

Canberra  
International 

Airport

Mount  
AinslieBlack 

Mountain

City  
Centre

Russell

Parliament 
House

Red Hill

ANU
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Well resolved det�iling 
including integr�ted 
services (downpipes, 
pl�ntrooms �nd �ir 
int�ke grills)

Qu�lity integr�ted 
public �rt progr�m

L�ndsc�pe tre�tment 
complements the 
building design.

Well designed st�ff outdoor �re�s, 
courty�rds �nd w�ter fe�tures.

Good rel�tionships between buildings 
within the Business P�rk with positive 
outdoor sp�ces.
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L�ndm�rk Ap�rtments
B�rton

The project displ�ys � high 
level of integr�tion between 
� contempor�ry �rchitectur�l 
expression, integr�ted services �nd 
l�ndsc�pe design resulting in high 
qu�lity urb�n design outcomes.

Landmark Apartments 

Bl�ck�ll Street, B�rton
Block 22 Section �

Description
Loc�ted on Bl�ck�ll Street 
in B�rton, this medium rise 
�p�rtment complex of � to 

� storeys is � good ex�mple 
of how the use of � simple 

�rchitectur�l expression 
combined with high qu�lity 

l�ndsc�ping enh�nces the public 
dom�in.

Architect
Mitchell Guirgol� Thorp (MGT)

Landscape Architect
J�mes Pfeiffer

Cost of Project
$�7 million

Site Area
��,��5 m2

Gross Floor Area 
29,��2 m2

Development Conditions
NCP (Appendix U) – Det�iled 

Conditions of Pl�nning, Design 
�nd Development

External Consultation
ACT Ro�ds �nd C�nberr� Urb�n 

P�rks �nd Pl�ces

Works Approval Date
�� M�y 2002

The project incorpor�tes signific�nt 
investment in l�ndsc�pe both 
within the public �nd semi-public 
dom�in including Bl�ck�ll Street 
verge. Retention of existing trees, 
l�ndsc�pe design of podiums 
(including use of deep pl�nters 
for trees �nd shrubs �nd trellises), 
stone ret�ining w�lls, pedestri�n 
lights �nd well det�iled se�ting 
�re�s signific�ntly enh�nce the 
urb�n design of the precinct.

The l�ndsc�pe �nd p�thw�y 
network h�s been well developed 
with cle�r �nd simple circul�tion for 
pedestri�ns �nd c�rs.

Site pl�nning �nd ‘L’ pl�n form 
of the �p�rtment blocks h�s 
optimised views for residents, 
minimised site cover for incre�sed 
l�ndsc�pe opportunities, 
est�blished �n open uncrowded 
ch�r�cter for � rel�tively dense 
development �nd �chieved good 
�menity for residents.

A diverse r�nge of open sp�ces 
provide multi-purpose outdoor 
�ctivity �re�s for sever�l user 
groups �t �ny one time.

Canberra  
International 

Airport

Mount  
AinslieBlack 

Mountain

City  
Centre

Russell

Parliament 
House

Red Hill

ANU
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Generous b�lconies �re highly 
function�l providing sp�ce for 

outdoor dining �nd recre�tion.

Integr�tion of services �nd c�reful 
det�iling contribute to �rchitectur�l 

qu�lity of the development �nd  
the public dom�in.

Highly visible public entries �re 
provided �long street front�ges 

resulting in � legible �nd 
�rticul�ted building.

The development h�s good 
street definition. Sc�le �nd 

proportion of the building is �n 
�ppropri�te to the sc�le  

of the street.

B�lconies �nd sun sh�ding 
devices provide �rticul�tion to 

building f�c�des. 

Over�ll sc�le �nd m�ssing of 
buildings is symp�thetic to 

�djoining buildings. 
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Commonwe�lth Pl�ce
P�rkes 

Commonwealth Place   
 P�rkes

 
Description

Commonwe�lth Pl�ce w�s the subject of 
� n�tion�l design competition conducted 

by the N�tion�l C�pit�l Authority for � 
m�jor public sp�ce on the foreshore of 

L�ke Burley Griffin. It includes � gr�ssed-
cupped squ�re of �pproxim�tely �00 by 

50 metres, � multi-use public sp�ce, � 
rest�ur�nt, �n �nnexure to the N�tion�l 

Portr�it G�llery �nd � w�lkw�y linking 
Commonwe�lth Pl�ce to Reconcili�tion 

Pl�ce.  The result is � c�reful �nd 
sensitive insertion into this import�nt 
precinct th�t thoughtfully integr�tes 
building, l�ndsc�pe �nd public �rt.

Architect
Durb�ch Block Architects
with Sue B�rnsley Design

Cost of Project
$9.585 million

Site Area
Not Applic�ble

Development Conditions
Design Competition

External Consultation
Austr�li�n Herit�ge Commission

Works Approval Date
St�ge � works �� November 2000

M�teri�ls & Finishes &
 Services P�vilion �7 April 200�

Skilfully sculptured �nd �rticul�ted 
building form contributes positively 
to the surrounding environment.

High qu�lity design, construction 
det�iling �nd m�teri�ls contribute 
to the �rchitectur�l qu�lity of 
the development �nd the public 
dom�in. 

The project physic�lly �nd visu�lly 
links m�jor n�tion�l institutions 
within the N�tion�l Tri�ngle.

The domin�nt ‘dish’ form enh�nces 
views of Old �nd New P�rli�ment 
House from viewing pl�tforms 
�cross the l�ke. 

Big picture sp�ti�l outcomes 
combine with fine �rchitectur�l 
det�iling to produce high qu�lity 
urb�n design. 

Canberra  
International 

Airport

Mount  
AinslieBlack 

Mountain

City  
Centre

Russell

Parliament 
House

Red Hill

ANU
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The incorpor�tion of commerci�l 
uses into the building h�s been 

h�ndled in such � w�y �s to 
render them �lmost invisible 
whilst �llowing those sp�ces 

n�tur�l light �nd views �cross the 
l�ke.  The development responds 

positively to herit�ge requirements, 
commerci�l needs �nd the public 

sensitivity of the site.

The project respects �nd reinforces the views �nd 
discipline of the domin�nt L�nd Axis �nd the structure 
of Griffin‘s pl�n for C�nberr�.

The project �ctiv�tes �nd 
fr�mes �ctivity �long the l�ke 

edge encour�ging the public to 
m�ke gre�ter use of L�ke Burley 

Griffin foreshore.

The project cre�tes � h�bit�ble �nd 
c�ptiv�ting outdoor pl�ce, c�p�ble 
of eng�ging �nd sheltering one or 

twelve thous�nd people.

The multi-use public sp�ce is 
equ�lly suit�ble for m�jor events 

or f�mily g�therings �nd provides 
� foc�l sp�ce for celebr�tions �nd 

ceremonies.
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Multi-level C�rp�rk
B�ldessin Squ�re 
The Austr�li�n N�tion�l University

Open ch�r�cter �nd cle�n 
horizont�l lines result in reduction 
in �pp�rent size of the building �nd 
� strong yet respectful neighbour 
to �dj�cent buildings, streets �nd 
public sp�ces.

Multi-level Carpark  
at Baldessin Square

Ellery Crescent
The Austr�li�n N�tion�l University

Description
Loc�ted within the Austr�li�n 

N�tion�l University, this multi-level 
c�rp�rk exhibits well considered 
design solutions to meet both its 

function�l requirements �s well �s 
providing � suit�ble design for its 

context. 

Architect
Colin Stew�rt Architects

Landscape Architect
Dorrough Britz & Associ�tes

Cost of Project
$5 million

Site Area
Not �pplic�ble.  P�rt of the bro�der 

ANU c�mpus

Gross Floor Area 
�9� c�r sp�ces

Works Approval Date
8 September 2000 & 

� December 2000 

(fifth level �nd l�ndsc�ping)

Successful tre�tment of f�ç�de 
utilising � simple r�nge of m�teri�ls, 
long horizont�l lines �nd open 
st�irc�ses �s ‘bookends’.

Responds well to public s�fety 
issues with views of the whole floor 
�nd open st�irwells.

Associ�ted l�ndsc�ping 
complements the building design 
�nd existing context, responding to 
security �nd m�inten�nce issues.

Canberra  
International 

Airport

Mount  
AinslieBlack 

Mountain

City  
Centre

Russell

Parliament 
House

Red Hill

ANU
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Development h�s good street 
definition.  Sc�le �nd proportions 

provide �n �ppropri�te edge to 
pedestri�n thoroughf�re  

�nd streets.

Meets function�l requirements �nd 
in �ddition is generous in circul�tion 

sp�ces, ceiling heights �nd 
sp�cious in ch�r�cter.

Org�nis�tion of column grid 
provides � sense of generosity in 

circul�tion �nd p�rking sp�ces 
�s well �s �n �rticul�ted f�ç�de 

through c�ntilevers �nd  
deep reve�ls.
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Q�nt�s M�inten�nce H�ng�r
C�nberr� Intern�tion�l Airport

Stepping of built form �long 
the west f�ç�de (which 
incorpor�tes two storeys of 
office �ccommod�tion) provides 
�ppropri�te sc�le to the building 
f�ç�de �ddressing the �dj�cent 
public street.

Qantas Maintenance 
Hangar  

Brind�bell� Business P�rk
C�nberr� Intern�tion�l Airport

Description
Loc�ted �t the C�nberr� 

Intern�tion�l Airport, The Q�nt�s 
H�nger is �n ex�mple of how � 
idiosyncr�tic function�l building 

c�n be well designed to respond 
to its surrounds.

The development utilises 
innov�tive design solutions to 

provide function�l �nd efficient 
solutions to specific brief 

requirements.

Architect
D�ryl J�ckson & Al�st�ir Sw�yn

Cost of Project
$8 million

Site Area
�528�.00 m2

Gross Floor Area 
�878.�0 m2

Development Conditions
Airport Design Guidelines

External Consultation
Commonwe�lth Dep�rtment of 

Tr�nsport �nd Region�l Services 
(Airports Division);

Airport Environment Protection 
�nd Building Control Office;

Pi�lligo Residents Associ�tion.

Works Approval Date
�� September 2000

The development h�s good street 
definition. Sc�le �nd proportions 
provide �n �ppropri�te edge to 
surrounds.

Development incorpor�tes high 
qu�lity function�l design with m�ny 
speci�l fe�tures including self 
cle�ning w�lls, sloping floors �nd 
curt�in doors.

Development provides � good 
intern�l working environment �nd 
high level of �menity for users 
with light �iry sp�ces �nd � st�ble 
temper�ture.

Canberra  
International 

Airport

Mount  
AinslieBlack 

Mountain

City  
Centre

Russell

Parliament 
House

Red Hill

ANU
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Integr�tion of services �nd c�reful 
det�iling contributes to �rchitectur�l 

qu�lity of the development �nd 
subsequently the public dom�in.

Use of high qu�lity m�teri�ls �nd 
p�lette of colours successfully 

integr�tes the building within the 
Brind�bell� Business P�rk.

Development incorpor�tes high 
qu�lity l�ndsc�pe m�teri�ls to 

identify the m�in public forecourt.

L�ndsc�ping complements the 
gener�l l�ndsc�pe qu�lity of the 

Brind�bell� Business P�rk.

Although building height is dict�ted 
by function�l requirements the 

development is loc�ted in �n 
�ppropri�te context �nd rel�tes 
well to the sc�le of surrounding 
buildings, reducing its �pp�rent 

bulk �nd sc�le.

Extern�l pedestri�n �nd vehicle 
circul�tion is efficient �nd 

comprehensive.
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Northcott Drive P�ssive Security Works
Russell

Northcott Drive Passive 
Security Works  

Russell

Description
Tr�ffic m�n�gement devices on 
Northcott Drive �nd �ssoci�ted 

security me�sures �nd 
l�ndsc�pe works. 

Client 
Dep�rtment of Defence

Design and Documentation 
N�tion�l C�pit�l Authority’s 

Urb�n Design Te�m 

Landscape Architect
John E�sthope & Associ�tes

Civil Engineer
Hughes Truem�n Pty Ltd

Cost of Project
$� million �pprox.

Site Area
Not Applic�ble

Gross Floor Area 
Not Applic�ble

Development Conditions
Nil

Works Approval Date
25 J�nu�ry 2005 

The design resolves � complex 
perimeter security brief for the 
Defence He�dqu�rters integr�ting � 
r�nge of security b�rriers �nd tr�ffic 
m�n�gement devices utilising crime 
prevention through environment�l 
design (CPTED) techniques in � 
m�nner which enh�nces r�ther 
th�n diminishes the public dom�in. 
The design w�s �pproved by the 
Defence Security Committee �nd 
s�tisfies ASIO security requirements.

Canberra  
International 

Airport

Mount  
AinslieBlack 

Mountain

City  
Centre

Russell

Parliament 
House

Red Hill

ANU

The tr�ffic m�n�gement solution 
successfully slows tr�ffic �nd 
prevents front on vehicle �tt�ck. 

The design responds to the form�lity 
of this import�nt entry to the n�tion�l 
tri�ngle �nd herit�ge v�lues, cre�ting 
� new ceremoni�l sp�ce �dj�cent 
buildings R� �nd R2. 
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Potenti�l future sites for sm�ll 
sc�le memori�ls could be 

�ccommod�ted in the �ssoci�ted 
l�ndsc�pe works. 

The provision of perimeter security 
in � m�nner th�t does not impede 
pedestri�n mobility, or oper�tion�l 

use of footp�ths.

The over�ll tre�tment �nd qu�lity of 
m�teri�ls reflects the signific�nce of 

this vicinity �s the g�tew�y to the 
Russell defence precinct �nd the 

�pex of the n�tion�l tri�ngle. 

The �ssoci�ted l�ndsc�pe 
works visu�lly integr�te with the 

surrounding bushl�nd l�ndsc�pe of 
Mt Ple�s�nt. Use of n�tive gr�sses 

is highly �ppropri�te.

The concrete security w�lls �nd 
boll�rds fit well with the over�ll 

�rchitectur�l l�ngu�ge of the R� �nd 
R2 Buildings. Providing pedestri�n 

thoroughf�re �t regul�r interv�ls. 
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The National Capital Authority was established under the  
Australian Capital Territory (Planning and Land Management) Act 1988

NATioNAl CApiTAl AuThoriTy 
Gpo Box 373, Canberra ACT 2601

Ph 02 6271 2888 Fax 02 6273 4427
natcap@natcap.gov.au

www.nationalcapital.gov.au 


