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choosInG the sIte of the natIonaL caPItaL

activity
Setting the scene
Choos�ng .the .s�te .of .the .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .was .not .an .easy .task . .In .�902, .members .of .
Federal .Parl�ament .began .�nspect�ons .of .poss�ble .s�tes . .After .years .of .d�spute, .�n .�908 .
�t .was .declared .that .the .d�str�ct .of .Yass-Canberra, .�n .southern .New .South .Wales, .would .
become .the .Seat .of .Government .of .the .Commonwealth .

Blundells’ .Cottage, .one .of .the .cottages .of .Duntroon .Estate, .cater�ng .for .the .property .
workers, .ex�sts .today .on .the .shores .of .Lake .Burley .Gr�ffin .as .a .rem�nder .of .l�fe .before .the .
area .became .the .Nat�onal .Cap�tal . .The .res�dents .of .Duntroon .Estate .were .one .group .of .
many .that .would .be .affected .by .a .dramat�c .soc�al .and .cultural .change .

What to do
Imag�ne .you .are .the .Federal .Government .M�n�ster .attempt�ng .to .ga�n .support .for .the .
Nat�onal .Cap�tal .s�te .among .the .workers .on .Duntroon .Estate .

Produce .a .poster .a�med .at .the .workers .and .�nclude .the .follow�ng:

z changes .�n .populat�on, .resources .and .overall .growth .of .the .area

z changes .�n .the .l�festyles .of .the .Duntroon .workers

z the .benefits .of .l�v�ng .�n .a .cool .cl�mate

z the .benefits .of .l�v�ng .�n .a .Nat�onal .Cap�tal

z an .�nv�tat�on .to .the .open�ng .of .Parl�ament .House

Be creative
D�v�de .�nto .small .groups .and .debate .for .and .aga�nst .hav�ng .the .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .�n .the .
Yass-Canberra .d�str�ct . .One .group .can .act .as .�f .�t .represents .the .M�n�ster’s .office .and .the .
oppos�ng .group .can .represent .the .d�sgruntled .workers .from .Duntroon .Estate .
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the fIGUres of federatIon  
activity
Setting the scene
Federat�on .was .not .a .foregone .conclus�on . .Debate .raged .for .many .years .as .pract�cal .
cons�derat�ons .and .pol�t�cal .�deal�sm .proved .d�fficult .to .reconc�le . .F�nally, .�n .January .
�90�, .the .Austral�an .colon�es .un�ted .to .become .a .nat�on . .Th�s .was .an .obv�ous .turn�ng .
po�nt .�n .the .h�story .of .Canberra, .as .�t .led .to .the .pressure .to .create .a .nat�onal .cap�tal . .

Below .are .just .a .few .�nd�v�duals .who .�nfluenced .the .d�rect�on .and .ult�mate .outcomes .of .
Austral�an .Federat�on . .

What to do
Select .one .of .these .people .and .subm�t .a .�,000 .word .report .deta�l�ng .the�r .ach�evements .
and .contr�but�ons .towards .Federat�on .

Sir Henry Parkes (1815–1896) 
Cons�dered .by .some .as .the .‘Father .of .Federat�on’, .Parkes .was .a .pass�onate .advocate .for .
the .un�t�ng .of .Austral�a’s .colon�es . .He .d�ed .several .years .before .Federat�on .became .a .
real�ty .

Charles Scrivener (1855–1923)
Charles .Scr�vener .surveyed .the .s�te .for .the .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .

Walter Burley Griffin (1876–1937)
In .May .�9�2, .Walter .Burley .Gr�ffin’s .des�gn .was .declared .the .w�nner .of .the .�nternat�onal .
compet�t�on .for .Austral�a’s .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .

Marion Mahony Griffin (1871–1961)
W�fe .of .Walter .Burley .Gr�ffin, .Mar�on .was .an .�nsp�red .art�st, .arch�tect .and .draftsperson .
who .rendered .the .w�nn�ng .des�gn .for .the .Gr�ffins’ .plans .of .the .Nat�onal .Cap�tal . .

King O’Malley (1858–1953)
K�ng .O’Malley .was .the .outspoken .and .controvers�al .M�n�ster .for .Home .Affa�rs .who .
announced .Walter .Burley .Gr�ffin .as .the .compet�t�on .w�nner .to .des�gn .Austral�a’s .Nat�onal .
Cap�tal .

Sir Edmund Barton (1849–1920)
S�r .Edmund .Barton .was .the .first .Pr�me .M�n�ster .of .Austral�a .and .a .stout .supporter .of .
Federat�on .

Key .po�nts .w�th�n .your .report .should .cover .the .follow�ng .quest�ons:

z . Was .Federat�on .�mportant .to .the .growth .of .Austral�an .�dent�ty?

z . How .has .th�s .person .shaped .Austral�a’s .h�story?

z . D�d .th�s .person .have .a .d�rect .�nfluence .on .Austral�a’s .Nat�onal .Cap�tal?

z . How .would .you .personally .descr�be .the .character .of .th�s .person?

z . Is .th�s .person .adequately .recogn�sed .�n .Austral�an .soc�ety .today .through .
memor�als .or .the .nam�ng .of .towns .and .Canberra .suburbs? .If .not, .should .they .be .
recogn�sed .for .the�r .ach�evements?
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a tIMe for federatIon  
activity
Setting the scene
Federat�on .was .not .a .foregone .conclus�on . .Debate .raged .for .many .years .as .pract�cal .
cons�derat�ons .and .pol�t�cal .�deal�sm .proved .d�fficult .to .reconc�le . .F�nally, .�n .January .
�90�, .the .Austral�an .colon�es .un�ted .to .become .a .nat�on . .Th�s .was .an .obv�ous .turn�ng .
po�nt .�n .the .h�story .of .Canberra, .as .�t .led .to .the .pressure .to .create .a .nat�onal .cap�tal . .

What to do
z . Create .a .t�mel�ne .document�ng .s�gn�ficant .moments .�n .the .push .towards .Federat�on .

and .the .creat�on .of .Austral�a’s .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .

z . Prov�de .a .br�ef .descr�pt�on .aga�nst .each .date .to .expla�n .the .s�gn�ficance .of .that .
event .

For .example:

z . Beg�n .your .t�mel�ne .�n .�880 .and .fin�sh .�n .�9�3 .

z . Construct .your .t�mel�ne .us�ng .as .much .paper .as .necessary, .or .convert .your .t�mel�ne .
onto .a .d�sk .

z . Be .creat�ve .�n .your .presentat�on .and .des�gn .

Be creative
Once .your .t�mel�ne .�s .complete, .expla�n .how .you .th�nk .the .events .�n .your .t�mel�ne .
�nfluenced .Austral�an .�dent�ty .today . .H�nt: .Austral�an .�dent�ty .may .refer .to .the .publ�c’s .
percept�ons .of .the .Nat�onal .Cap�tal, .matesh�p, .nat�onal .�ndependence, .popular .culture .
and .nat�onal .�cons .

1 January 1901
Austral�a .offic�ally .
becomes .a .nat�on .

3 and 4 June 1898
The .first .round .of .referenda . .

V�ctor�a, .Tasman�a .and .South .Austral�a .
voted .‘yes’ .to .Federat�on . .

New .South .Wales .d�d .not .obta�n .enough .
‘yes’ .votes .and .Queensland .and .Western .
Austral�a .d�d .not .part�c�pate .due .to .
d�sagreements .

1908
The .Federal .Government .passed .the .Seat .
of .Government .Act .declar�ng .the .cap�tal .
of .Austral�a .would .be .located .�n .the .Yass–
Canberra .d�str�ct .


