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a caPItaL coMPetItIon  
activity
Setting the scene
The .Austral�an .Government .declared .the .new .cap�tal .of .Austral�a .would .be .the .finest .
cap�tal .c�ty .�n .the .world .and .an .�nternat�onal .compet�t�on .for .the .des�gn .of .the .cap�tal .
was .announced .on .30 .Apr�l .�9�� . .A .total .of .�37 .entr�es .from .fifteen .countr�es .were .
subm�tted .and, .on .23 .May .�9�2, .�t .was .declared .that .Walter .Burley .Gr�ffin, .a .Ch�cago .
landscape .arch�tect, .had .won .the .compet�t�on . .The .story .of .the .des�gn .compet�t�on .�s .
an .�ntr�gu�ng .one, .full .of .controversy, .l�vely .debate .and .eccentr�c .characters . .It .�s .an .
�mportant .story, .one .often .overlooked .�n .the .h�story .of .Austral�a .

What to do
z . Invest�gate .

z . Research .

z . Report .

Subm�t .a .�,000 .word .report .on .the .�nternat�onal .compet�t�on .held .to .find .a .su�table .
des�gn .for .Austral�a’s .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .

Key .po�nts .w�th�n .your .report .should .answer .the .follow�ng .quest�ons:

z . Wh�ch .events .�n .Austral�an .h�story .led .to .the .announcement .of .the .compet�t�on .to .
des�gn .Austral�a’s .Nat�onal .Cap�tal?

z . Why .was .there .a .publ�c .controversy .when .the .compet�t�on .was .announced?

z . Who .won .the .des�gn .compet�t�on?

z . Do .you .th�nk .the .compet�t�on .was .judged .fa�rly?

z . Do .you .th�nk .�t .was .fa�r .that .someone .from .outs�de .Austral�a .won .the .compet�t�on?

z . Where .are .the .w�nn�ng .des�gns .located .�n .Austral�a?

Be creative
If .you .were .a .judge .�n .a .compet�t�on .for .the .des�gn .of .an .Austral�an .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .
�n .2005, .what .would .you .look .for .�n .the .w�nn�ng .entry? .What .would .the .overall .des�gn .
symbol�se .and .wh�ch .v�tal .bu�ld�ngs .and .publ�c .places .would .be .�ncluded?
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an IdeaL cIty crItIcaL anaLysIs  
activity
Setting the scene
The .locat�on .of .Austral�a’s .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .had .been .dec�ded . .An .�nternat�onal .
compet�t�on .was .held .to .find .a .des�gn .that .would .�ncorporate .an .ornamental .lake, .
Parl�ament .House, .publ�c .bu�ld�ngs .plus .parks .and .gardens . .An .arch�tect .from .Ch�cago, .
Walter .Burley .Gr�ffin .(and .h�s .w�fe .and .partner, .Mar�on .Mahony .Gr�ffin), .won .the .
compet�t�on .w�th .des�gns .that .�ncorporated .the .natural .env�ronment .and .were .seen .to .
represent .democracy .and .modern .�deals .for .a .nat�onal .cap�tal .

The .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .Author�ty, .the .Nat�onal .Arch�ves .and .the .Nat�onal .L�brary .of .
Austral�a .have .collaborated .to .produce .a .webs�te .based .on .the .�9��–�9�2 .compet�t�on .
for .the .des�gn .of .the .Nat�onal .Cap�tal .

www .�dealc�ty .org .au

What to do 
z . Fam�l�ar�se .yourself .w�th .the .above .webs�te .

z . Subm�t .a .�,000 .word .report .that .cr�t�cally .analyses .th�s .webs�te .

Key .po�nts .w�th�n .your .report .should .answer .the .follow�ng:

z . Is .the .structure .of .the .webs�te .easy .to .follow?

z . Is .the .�nformat�on .easy .to .understand?

z . Are .the .graph�cs .su�table?

z . Do .you .have .a .better .understand�ng .of .the .overall .top�c .as .a .result .of .v�s�t�ng .th�s .
webs�te?

z . What .age .group .do .you .th�nk .would .benefit .most .from .v�s�t�ng .th�s .webs�te?

z . Choose .a .page .that .you .find .part�cularly .�nterest�ng .and .state .why .you .chose .�t .

z . L�st .five .secondary .sources .recommended .by .the .webs�te .and .g�ve .a .br�ef .
descr�pt�on .of .each .

z . What .would .you .�mprove .as .part .of .an .upgrade .to .the .webs�te?

z . L�st .five .fasc�nat�ng .facts .that .you .d�scovered .when .analys�ng .th�s .webs�te .

Be creative
Present .your .five .fasc�nat�ng .facts .to .the .classroom .�n .an .�nformat�ve .and .enterta�n�ng .
way . .Th�s .may .take .the .form .of .an .�nteract�ve .presentat�on .us�ng .computer .based .
resources, .a .poem .or .role-play .�nclud�ng .other .members .of .the .class .


